* the crash of thunders. by dave tyler

onnny thunaer

Q: How did you get into writing & what lnaplred

The Tenth Anniversary of the death
of guitarist Johnny Thunders is only
two months away, howewver it's not
all doom & gloom on the |ate New York
Dolls life. Author Nina Antonia, has
after much suggesting, finally updated
& revised her official biography, In Cold
Blood, David Tyler had a chit-chat with
this charming & somewhat humorous
lady, from London about all things
Thunders.

In Cold Blood was firss published in (987, but has
fevir baen updsted uncll now, thowgh Johnmy died
in 1991, in strangs circumstances, Mina recently wroce
i ook, polaly on Tha Mew York Dolls short existence,
Biigl i rmrnsl .,lul;lq.Hr far har wrl.r.hF on T hunders
wilrled e Har annotations over the years In CDs of
tha gultarises re-musad workl ldve proven Bvauable
t ehis ruich miwnderstood mans legucy.

Q: Did you first discover Johnny Thunders via
the Mew York Dolls, the Hearthreakers or as a
sl artist from 197E onwards?

A | got into the Dolls 50l when | owas 13 years okd.
5o | started really sarky. | was brought up in Liverpool
s [ had this grear eplphany when | reallied the New
York Dolls exisced. How | wish I'd seen tham on thae
1972 London Towr, but my mum woulda't let me
lagve the house, | was under house arresat | FIT TS
you've seen the Mew York Dolls book, Hewaver,
footage-wise the Bob Gruen (film  makers
photographar) st is really great,

Q:When & where did you first meet JohnmyT
As | saew the Heartbreakers, but | firse met johnoy in
1982 whien he came back to London ﬂurﬁ" hex
resurrection phase. He was supposed w be desd, But
hay wagn't (Faughsl)

Q: What was your musical upbringing?

A It was probably Mare Bolan. | loved Mare Bolan
whaen | wag ke 10 or || and | followed that emil,
Acoually Johmny came to England wery early on and
saw Mare Bolon ot the Roundhouss, Yau can bear
soime sort of Bolan-esque influence in the Dolls |
think. Marc Bolan was we ﬂiﬂ,

-

NI

you to write a book about Thunders)
A Absolutaly by accident! | covered far samsans or 2

fanzine when they were off sick. Howaver the roasce |

whry | decided to write In Cold Bload, In my sarly 20:
was simply becase | wanted o read a booll alioan

]nhrln;r. | was sort of polrg through a low phiase in |
life. so | thoughe why don't | try and wirite & book |

about him. Alss he was supposed (o bi dead and
there was hardly any press abowt him, 86 | sareed &
journey really. g

Q2:¥Why 3o long to update the book when you
kept proposing it in various €D slesve-notes!
A Well 1 kepe waling for ju (Books) and they

kept waiting for another publlibing company o

licence It and 3 lot of companles don't want to do
licensing desly. And then Charry Bed (Boaks) came
stong — 50 pood for themd In refersnce o thi “hard

o get’ first editon, i breaks my heart when | hear |

aboat real fans having to pay ovar the odds for i
beausa it tha deaksrs that are making all the money
on it. My fantasy s 0 be able e go up n 3 hdicoprer
- a.irdmp mmﬂplnpll wihio ruil-p WAL it -Ilzughglﬁ

Q:'What additlons & changes have you made
o this post-death adition and bhow did the bonus |

CD Incluslon coime about!

Az Well in the summer before Jerry (MNolan - Dobs!/
Hearthrmkers druommaer) disd (1957) | gor to mest
up with him & ba did quilte & long Interview with me.
It difficulc remambering and booking back [sounds
saddened]. There’s also added Intarviaws with johnm's
sintmr and Family mambers, s the handbook of al
guch things Thunders! Thoigh | miss the scabe size of
#ditan one for tha photograghs. Fraddy Lymetx did
preat discogeaphy, | can pever face dicogrmphiet, so
Friddy came to the rescie. The CDs Indusion was oo
da with Cherry Red and jungle and I'm happy that
they Bxsed on that becawse | think they did a good
jiolb,

C: Thunders & Music -~ His passion & lyrics.
What do you recall?

ﬂu;{F'hu:ﬂ]- Part of me fecls that Rodk 'n" Rall diad 1he
day |ohnny died! johnmey's death was tha mijor one
for me. It &l in By masse and in thie way he plagod
guitar and thera will never be anybody that comie

close w him again. Ones he wai in the studio and he
lost hiy notebook so he sent me back o the hotel o
get i | Micked theough it and it wan ol ssrange sors
of scribblings and his writng reminded me of Marc
Bolan's. Mear che end Johnny had matured as a

songwrioer,

. Q: Johnny & Heroin - His addiction & health.

at do you recall?

(Pauses) Johnny was quite protective towards
eople thar didn't take heroin. He didn'c ket these
orids collide. | thought that he definitely had

boundarias and ha wouldn’t wen anybody anto it
who wasn't alresdy doing L fohney cousd be a really
pweet person and be was a human bodng, Wa won't
forger him!

In Cold Bload, Mina Anitonia's recently updatod
blography on the life of Johnny Thunders, is
available thru Cherry Red Books - hitp/
wna cherryred. eoouk




